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Much Eſteemed Friends, 


ö PPRENENDING it 
Nen Du, as your Miniſter, 
9%. | Pi. . 0 

- A 0 aſſiſt you in the Improve- 
— ” 2m) — . 
gy ment of the late publick Oc- 
CE "Trtrrences; I choſe to do this 
from the Subject under Conſt- 
deration, at the Time when we were firſt 
alarm'd herewith. My Reaſons were theſe ;- 
becauſe I thought the Tranſition from the Charge 
in the Text, to the preſent Voit of Providence, 


4 
W 


| was ſufficiently.dbvious and natuful ; and that 


the ſame good Principles which induc'd you to 
bearken to the One, would not fuffer yon 10 be 


_ gnattentive to the Other. 
WITH this View, the ſubſequent Diſ- 
courſe, deliver'd at twice, is now ſent you 
from the Preſs, with no farther Variation than 
was neceſſary, to bring it into a narrower Qm- 


_ 


Lat 55 . 
noch commend it 10 90 


| T GLADLY «© 
I — 8 1 . 19 Grat 225 

1 ur Apﬀection to me, hu and are 
Seele ve COD Fall 7 30 rem 
the fallrwing Sermon, and & all un. 
YZ you, ſerviceable to the 2 a; your Souls ; 
| than which nothing is more deft, red). nor will 
8 prove at laſt more joyful to 9 8 
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While 1 be yo ſpate, behold, \ a  Iriohe ch 


overſha owed them : aud behold a Voice 
out of rhe Cloud, which ſaid, This is 7: 
beloved Son, in whom 1 am well Pray 
INE Je Him. 


{ 0 the Intent that fallen Men might 

believe in Chriſt, their Saviour, 
GS with a ſtedfaſt perſevering Faith; 
95 Z the Bleſſed God has vouchſafed us 
ſuch Evidence of his being the 
*  promis'd Meſſiah, as no Man can 


* 


| realorably conteſt, nor the utmoſt Power of Man 


and Malice of Devils ever be able to refute and 
ſet aſide. The various Sorts of Evidence granted 
us for this End, may all come under theſe gs 
general Diviſions : They are_either External, 


Internal. To the former Head we are to 1 


this in my Text, the Voice of the Mighty God 
utter d from his high Throne to the Sons of Men 


on Earth, This is my beloved Son, in whom 1 am 
well pleas'd : Hear ye bim. The firſt time that this 


Teſtimony came from Heaven in behalf of the 


| rant Meſſiah, was 3 his Baptiſm, to prove 


Him 


A — el on 


Hig a Teacher ſent from God. The 4 5 
was at his Tranefiguration, revious to his laſt 


and greateſt Sufferings; which tis reaſonable 
to conceive commenced immer from this 
Period. HP £2 


"x9 there ix is no > Difficulty to underſiacis the Co. 
herence of the Text, to thoſe who have laid toge- 
ther and conſider'd the Narrative which the Evan- 
geliſts give us of the Fact here related; I ſhall, 
at preſent, take no Notice of this o you; dut 
roceed directly to Obferve, that the Words which 
have choſen to diſcourſe of, contain theſe two 
Things: To 5 8 one 5 ' \ A At 
1. A direct immediate - Com Heayen 
Concern the incarnate Maſſiab: This is m belove 
Sen, in We Tan "aol Pleaſed. 1 
2: A Duty injoim d us upon che Receip t of this 
ſolemn Atteſtation; Hear ye Him. Theſe being 
connected with the Conſideration of the Narra- 
tive ſet down in its particular Circumſtances by 
the Evangeliſts, there ariſes out of them this ink 
portant Point 3 \Numely,/ that, | 0 "4 jy 


-'' #8 Chriſt FJoſus 10 God beltved Son, in Wi be 
; well pleas d; aui as this is a Truth declar'd 
Aud -atteſied by "the Fatber'r audible Voice from 

Heaven, to undoubted Witneſſes on Earth; it 
©" therefore bighly —— us to bear 1 87 i. e. Him 
ler 1 wh 


— 0 
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& 
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IN. treating iObferatin I- intend not heve: 
to enlarge upon it, as ſo important a Subject 
wou d deſerve, ànd might require; my Deſign is 
to confider in it only the Father's Teſtimony given 
of his Son; and next to this, the Duty conſequent 
thereupon 3 and ſo much only of the former f 
cheſe, as is neceſſary” 70 make voy for the: e 
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MATT. Nvii. 35. 
AS to the firſt of them, viz. The Teſtimony 
given ff concerning the Meſſiab, it is com- 
pris'd ins Ihe Words, This ig my beloved Son, in. 
whom 1 am well pleaſed + Or, (as the Original Text 
might mode pr fly have been render d,) This it 
ny, ior 35 f my beloved Son, in whom I am 
wal e 4. As 4 this, we hace in it the t two 


following: Particulars. 


R NT HAT Chriſt: the Meſſiah. is the: Son if 
God. And, 

II. THAT H: is his Father's beloved Son, the 
: Perſon i in whom He is well 817 641 Sos 


| 1 CHRIST, the Meſſiab, is the Son of I 


NOW that Chriſt, the Meſſiah, is the Son of 


| God, is granted by all who believe the Scriptures, 


which in numberleſs Paſſages aſſert this concern- 
ing Him. The only Queſtion that is here likely 
to be urg'd is, How is He the Son of God? In 
what Senſe can this be affirm'd? The Anſwer to 
this Enquiry muſt be deriv'd altogether from the 


Sacred NP. becauſe this being a Point which 


has no Connection with pure Principles of Reaſon, 
nothing at all can be known about it further 
than is reveal'd & us in thoſe Oracles of Eternal 


Truth. Taking | theſe then for our Guide, we 
may obſerve, t Chriſt js therein faid to be chr 


Son of God in two Reſpects. 
THE firſt and moſt famous Senſe in ad Chrif 


#5 the Son of God, is in regard to his Divine Nature, 


as He was begotten of the. Father from everlaſting. 
*T IS true, we are here at a loſs to define che 


adequate Senſe of the Terms begotten of God, yet John 1. 
they are the Words of the Holy Ghoſt ; and tho' 14. 
we cannot er all chat CO import, be- 


. dar 2 . cauſe e 
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A Sermon Preacbed on 
cauſe we cannot comprehend the Nature of God, 
yet to my A enſion at leaſt, they contain this 
Senſe, vix. t this Generation is ſomething 
| whereby true and proper Deity is . 
| from the Father to the Son; ſo that the Son is 
1 thereby God, the true God, as n God as the 
| Father, It is ſomething in God, which correſponds 
| 7 to Generation in Men, ſomething - ſufficient 'to 
[ found the Relation of Father and Son upon. 
| AS Fam intepding'a practical Diſcourſe, I will 
3 not trouble you with thoſe Subtilties of Philoſo- 


=_ phy and Criticiſm, which have been us'd in diſ- 
| cuſling the preſent Inquiry ; I rather chuſe to ſend 


you to your Bibles, and wiſh you to ſearch them 
with Impartiality, Diligence, and earneft Prayer 
to God to ſet you right in this Article of our 
Faith. | Far be it from me to cenſure you, ſhould 
= ; you affirm, that after theſe Means hitherto perſe- 
= ver'd in, you ſtill remain unſatisfied,” I only let 
| | ou underſtand, that when I peruſe theſe. ſacred 
ecords, I'm verily perſuaded, I: there meet the 
fame Evidences-of the Godhead of Chriſt, - that I 
do af that of the Father. Tea, for once let me 
make the Appeal to you my Brethren, and wiſh 
| you to conſider this Matter over again. Is not 
the Name FJebovab, that great and glorious Name, 
which is peculiar to the one Eternal God, there 
given do the Son or Word? Are not the divine 
incommunicable Attributes in full and plain Terme 
afcrib'd to him, ſuch as Eternity, Omnipotence, 
.Qmniſcience; Immenſity, and Unchangeableneſs? 
Nay, and does it not add greater Evidence to this 
Doctrine, when it is conſider'd, that all the Works 
of this, Father, thoſe whereby he is in Scripture 
dit inguiſn'd from Idols, and Gods, figuratively fo 
: INS are attributed to the Vord or Son; ſuch 
cnar® as the Creation Preſervation of all Worlds, vi- 
Able and inviſißte, the Operation of * 
%%% » nn xi A S 


8 « * 
23 


PA 


the Miſſion of the Holy Spirit; and, in ſhort, all 


| the Works of Grace, relating to Man's Reftaurati- 
on to, and Felicity in, the Bleſſed dd. 


. 


AGAIN, as none but the true God can be 


Perfections, is directed to the Son, as to its proper 
Object. All Acts of religious, internal Worſhip, 


ſuch as ſuperlative: Reverence, Eſtimation, and 
Love; Subjection, Self-dedication, and Truſt; 


and the Expreſſion of theſe in ſuch devout exter- 


nal Acts, as whereby we acknowledge the Senſe we 


have of the tranſcendent Perfections of the adored 


Object; and, in a Word, univerſal Power, Ho- 


nour, Glory and Bleſſing: Theſe are all claimed Rev. v. 12, 
by the Son of God, and aſcrib*d to him by Angels, 13. 138 


and glorified Spirits in Heaven, as well as by his 


true Church militant on Earth, as his ſtrict 1 Cor. i. 2. 


unalienable Right. And whereas tis plain, from 
the natural Notions of God, that this ſaid Homage 
can belong to none, I ſay, but to the true God, who 


of neceſſity can be but One: Does not the aſcri- | 
bing it to Chriſt, and his challenging and accepting 


the ſame, as his Due, and as no ways derogatory 


from the Honour of the Father; does not this 


imply, that he the Son is, by Nature, ſuperior to 
all finite created Eſſences ; and that he is no leſs 
than the infinite, eternal, uncreated Majeſty of 
Heaven and Earth, the One only living and true 
God, the Being over all, or the Supreme Being, 


5 "Q» e , bleſſed for ever; and this conſi- Rom. ix 5. 


ſtent with that Diſtinction of Perſons in the God- 


head, which the Scriptures teach. 


2 f THIS. 


the 
roper Object of Adoration ; muſt it not be yet 
Rr her evident, that the Son is this true God, ſee- 
ing it appears both from Precept and Example 
7 throughout the New Teſtament, that that ſpecial 
Homage which is due to the only true God, upon 
Account of his natural, eſſential Attributes and 
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A Sermon  Preached on 


-. 


| 


fer. And can't but apprehend, when you come 


to confider it, you will be perſuaded with me, that 
ſeeing the Father has communicated all the infinite 
Perfections of his own. 


fime Time that this proves him che Con of God; it 


proves he differs from the F ather in r bur 


only 1 in being his Son. 

THE other Senſe in which thoerernal Word is the 
Can of God, is by ſupernatural Conception; as he was 
conceived in tlie Womb of the Virgin Mary, by 
the miraculous. Power of the Holy Choſt from on 

high. This is clear from the Meſſage deliver'd 
— the Angel Gabriel to the Virgin Mother. The 

Holy Ghoſt, Ye he, ſhall come upon thee, and the 

Poiver of the Higheſt ſball overſhadow thee : therefore 
4 ſo that Holy Thing which foal be born of thee, ſpall be 

Ny 4 35. call'd the 805 of God. 

IT O this might be added, that in Scripture 

Chͤhriſt is called the Son of God, likewiſe, as he was 

cConſecrated and anointed of God the Father to the 

John ix. Office of the Meſiab; and as he was by the ſame 


* . Almighty Power raiſed from the Dead, and de- i | 


Hed. i + clared of God the ſupreme Heir and Lord of all. 
But as the two firſt Senſes are the Chief, I ſhall 
not enlarge upon theſe. Leaving their Conliders 
tion therefore to your retired Thoughts, I ye 
ceed to the ſecond Thing in the Teſtimony fron 
nen mentioned in my Text: And it is this, 
II. THAT Chriſt the Maſſiab, the great Im- 
. of Py 1s "re beloved NP the re in wobom be is 
well Aleaſed: \ 

> x15 TH is hep here Son, i in ele Jam ans pleaſed. 
1 ſhall not here be ſo curious as to criticize upon the 
Difference of theſe Expreſſions in the Original, tho' 
that might not be unprofitable, would the * 

21191 allow 


T His i but a ſmall Part of what might be al- 
den this Subject; - but it is all that the Limits 
of my Diſcourſe will, at preſent, permit me to of · 


to the Word; at the 


„„ e ee 


PF . ⁵ĩÜ —-—-—„— 2 we: 


vv 


Fg 


& : | | * . ny : 
allow it. Tis uſual in Scripture to multiply Ex- | 


preſſions of the ſame Import, for inculcating a Thing 
with greater Vehemence. The Terms as they are | 
here uſed by the Evangeliſt, denote not only a ge- 


| nuine, but a ſuperlative Eſteem, . Complacency, and 


©” Delight. | And can the bleſſed God do leſs than thus 
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ighly. eſteem, love, and delight himſelf in the eter- 


nal Word, Who is begotten of him, and: brought i Prov. vii. 
wb him from everlaſting, from the Beginning, or euer 23. 


the Earth was 4 A 312 9.23 4 SR „ e N e 4 # 
AS the infinitely. great and glorious Jebovab ne- 


11 


| ceflarily loves himſelf, muſt he nat as neceſſarily 


love his own amiable Likeneſs ? And muſt he not 

then of Conſequence alſo love him moſt, who moſt 

reſembles himſelf, yea, who poſſeſſes the ſame Ful: Col. i. 9. 

neſs of the Godhead, with his all- comprehend- 

ing, unchangeable ſelf, and who is the fulleſt 

„ N and Repreſentation of himſelf | unto Heb. i. 3. 
Bc n, emen oben viites 

1. YEA more than this, does there not appear a fur- 

ther Foundation for this unparalleled Love and ſu- 

preme complacential Delight of God the Father 

in his only begotten Son, when tis conſider'd how 

great Things, as Mediator, he atchiev'd for the 

Honour of his eternal Father, and for the Benefit 

of lapſed Men. When 'tis conſider'd, I ſay, how 

willingly this Repairer of Breaches undertook, how Iſa. lviii, 

cheartully and punctually he perform'd, how pati- 12. 

ently he ſufter*d, and how faithfully and compaſſio- 

nately he travail'd thro*.the-importantDeſign of re- 

conciling God and Man: Surely on theſe Accounts, 

the Chriſt of God muſt be the Ohject of his Father's 


he-atways did the Things which pleas d bim. Not only john viii, 


ming che human Nature, and dwelling with Men 
Ano: on 


Heb. x. 5. im a Body, and ſent him by his own Conſent into 
Luke xix. our World, 10 ſeek and to ſave that which was loft. 


the Son of God, and his Father's beloved Son, 
[= ſed. 


A- Sermon Predched on 
on Earth; 3 but even all that he acted and ſüſta in d 


amongſt us in his Humiliation State, was a Work 
agreeable to his Father's Heart, who had prepared 


As in all this he fulfill'd his Father's Will, he was 
eminently entitled to his higheſt Love. And this 
cn particularly, the voluntary Oblation of himſelf nn 
the Croſs to God, he mentions, as a ſpecial Reaſon |: 
for it. Therefore, ſays he to the Jeu, does . Fa- j 
ther love me, becauſe I lay down my Life. © 
SO much briefly for the firſt Thing + Pioperd to 
be ſpoken to in the Text; the Teſtimony uttered 
from Heaven concerning the Me/iab, that he is 


the Perſon in whom he is evermore well * 


HENCE 1 paſs on to configs that which I prin- 
| cipally intended, namely, the Duty enjoin'd us who 

have received this T gras. Fel 3 and this is to aun 
Chriſt. Hear ye ren ; | 


A 8 Cbrin Jeſus is God's beloved 4-000; in whom * is 
well pleaſed ;, and as this is a Truth declared and at- 
teſted by his Father's audible Voice from Heaven, 
to undoubted Witneſſes on Earth; It therefore 

; 25 concerns us 10 bear Lin. i. &. bim the 
On. 


IN the Profecurion of chi Sage I ſhall endea- 
vour to ſhew, wk 


1. THE ele - $66 of the Infuntionin my Text, 
or what this Hearing Chriſt includes. 
| II. ee are the Perſons that muſt hear him, 


ni. UNDER what ſpecial Characters we moſt Li 
hear Chriſt ; ſo hear him, as to fulfil this Command- 
4 3 - . 0 5 22 | _ 
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MATT. xvii. 5. 
ment of the Father. Hear ye him. And theſe 
j 8 
IV. LASTLY, With an Application ſuited to 
the Nature of the Subject, and afterwards to 
| thoſe great Events of Providence, which at 
preſent alarm our Nation. 


I. IN the firft Place, I am to ſhew the true Im- 


rt of this Injunction in my Text, what this bear- 
ing Chri# includes, after ſuch a Teſtimony from Hea- 
ven concerning him, as that in my Text. 
I O lead us into the genuine Senſe of this Pre- 
cept, it will be neceſſary to obſerve, that the Term 
hear in this Place, is to be underſtood in a larger 
Acceptation than when *tis ſpoken meerly of our 
imbibing the Sound of Words with our Ears, or at- 


tending to their abſtracted Senſe without Emotions 
of Heart correſponding to their Importance. As 
God, ſo the hearing him, (one John xvii. 
Medium for the conveying this Knowledge into our 3+ 
Minds) is in Scripture uſed ſometimes to denote the 


the Knowledge of 


Whole of practical Religion; becauſe ſerious, conſtant 
Attention to the Notices of Heaven, has the ve 
ſame Connection with apt Conceptions of God, 
which theſe have with real Religion, ſubjectively 
conſidered ; the one is a neceſſary Step and Means 
to the other. Tis in this Latitude that the Phraſe 
m my Text is to be interpreted. In general ; To 
hear Christ, is ſo to regard him in all that he delivers, 
as to reverence his Perſon, and to comport with the 
great Ends of his Meſſage. For hearing is only a 
Means in order to ſomething elſe, not the End which 
we ſhould reſt in. Purſuant to the Premiſes, the 
Injunction, hear ye Christ, contains and recommends 
to us the following Duties. 1 

1. HEAR ye him, i. e. attend to his Inſtruc- 
tons, ITE) 


> "AT 
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ATTEND where ke is preach? d, and there 
„ he is reach'd moſt conyincingly and affecti- 


onately. Maturely weigh the Characters this Jeſus 


— the Pretenſions he makes to his being 
God's moſt beloved Son, and the promis d Maſſiab. 
Inquire into and conſider What theſe are, and how 
far they correſpond to antient Types and Prophe- 
cies. Hear Chriſt, i. e. attend alſo to thoſe great 
and glorious Doctrines which he has revealed; De 


trines as far tranſcending the Reach of unaſſiſted 
Reaſon to have deſcry*d, as Heaven tranſcends the 


Heights of Earth. ew Cbriſt, i. e. attend to 
thoſe ſublime and God-like Duties which he has in- 
Join'd ; attend to their Nature, Obligation, and 
Extent: attend likewiſe to thoſe high and excellent 
Motives, whereby both theſe Doctrines and Duties 
are recommended and enforc'd: Ponder their Senſe 
and Evidence, their Weight and End. Yea, and 
as was obſerved, attend where theſe are opened, ar- 
gu' d, and brought home to your Minds and Conſci- 
ences with irreſiſtible Evidence and Fervor of Af- 
fection. This is the firſt Thing contain'd in the 

Text. Further, 
2. HE AR Cbriſt, i. e. ſubmit to his. Av 
John iii 2. F OR as he i is a Teacher ſent from God, ſo he is 
Acts v. 31. exalted by his Father's Right Hand to be a ſove- 


Phil. ii. 9--reign Prince. To him every Knee muſt bow, and 


825 to him every Tongue confeſs, willingly or unwilling- 
*. in this World or in that to come. | 
THA T you may hear Chriſt and ſubmit to his 
Authority, you are to know wherein this Duty 
conſiſts. ird is not a paſſive Subjection to his Pow- 
ex, as Creator and Preſerver, which is here meant: 
For in this Senſe all Creatures, even Devils them- 
ſelves, are ſubjected to him. No: It is a volun- 
tary Submiſſion to him, founded in Reaſon and Chaice : 
a Submiſſion to him as our Prince and Sovereign, 
1 ) autho- 
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authorized and exalred of God to this eminent Dig- 


5 | ; 3 | 5.4 | V 
e Mart. MI. . 
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WW Jp you aſk, What is that which you muſt ſub- 


mit to Chriſt? I anſwer, You muſt. ſubmir your 
Selves, your All to be his, according to its Nature 


and Capacity. In particular, you muſt ſubmit 


your Minds and. Thoughts to this heavenly Light, 
- Wiſdom, and Truth, to know, believe, and prize 
the ſame, as the Food and Riches of your Souls. 
Von muſt ſubmit your Hearts to him, by a free, un- 


| feigned Conſent; willing that he ſhould | reign over 
von, and give Law to all the Motions of your Souls. 


ur (ſeveral Affections ruſt bow themſelves to this 


- bleſſed Object, and embrace him as the Image of the 


inviſible God, as the only Mediator. of your Union 
with.the Father, and the only Way to your confum- 


mate felicitating Fruition of him. Again, you mult 


ſubmit your Ways to him; to his ſpecial Determina- 


tion, Guidance, and Overſight; reſolved under all 


Events of Proſperity and Adverſity, of Exaltation 
and Dejection, to follow him, and abide true to him. 


Yea, and to ſum up the Whole, you muſt ſubmit 


your intire Perſons and Relatives, your Hopes and 


.Enjoyments to him, to be his, for his Uſe, and at 


his abſolute Diſpoſal, altogether and for ever. For 
upon the whole, no Man is accounted a true Diſci- 


ple of Chriſt, nor reckon'd to have heard him, and 
ſubmitted to his Authority, who does not thus in- 


-tirely and irrevocably deliver up himſelf to him. 
Beyond this, 0 135 17. Wort 2 | 
3. HEAR Obrist, i. e. follow his Examole, 
FOR this is one great End of his Manifeſtation 


in the Fleſh, to leave us an Example that we might 


follow his Steps; not only in regard to patient Beha- 
viour under ſuffering Wrong, bur alſo in the intire 
Compaſs of our Chriſtian Character. Sofaragour Caſe 


"WY 


and Circumſtances are parallel to his, the ſame Mind phil. ii. g. 


_ ſhould be in us, bat was in Chrift Feſus. For In- 
A | 5 4k 2 {tance, 


| 
| 

| fo Pleat Saviour. us 
\ 


RR” Sermon Preachetl i on 
ſtance, It ſhould: be our Care to form the-fime ma- 


Selves; of Life and Death, of Time and Eternity, 
and of the Work and Enjoyments of both; Which 

- - Chriſt did. We ſhould propoſe to our ſelves the 
ſame great Deſigns which he did; ſuch as the plea- 
ſing and glorifying God, and doing Good to all Men 
for God's ſake. "We ſhould be ſway'd by the ſame 
excellent Motives, be alike vigorous, faithful and 
- conſtant inthe Proſecution of all that's divinely good. 
Like him we ſhould maintain an equal Ballance of 
Mind amidſt all the Viciſſitudes of Time; and tho 
ſenſible both of Pleaſure and Pain, yet be neither 
inordinately tranſported with the one, nor dejected 
with the other; but in all Things, and amidſt all 


| | - Occurrences, be reſign'd to the WII of God. To 
8 be brief, . Chriſt's Example 1 is ſo large and great, ſo 
Y clear and extenſive, that it may be of Uſe to us in 
we | almoſt all the Characters of Life. 
= A Syſtem of Precepts has its Uſe Nor? Worth; 
ö 7 BY but Example, like Colours to a Picture, is their 
a | Life and Beauty. This not only directs the Mind 
Wo So of Man in the pray of his Duty, what he ought to 
4 | | value, intend, and purſue; but gives him Spirit and 
= | Warmth of Soul to endeavour it, and to emulate 


; If then the Virtue of good Men, which at beſt is 
1 ſhaded with Darkneſs and Imperfection, be ſo love- 
; ly and powerful, ſo amiable and attractive to its Be- 
holders; how tranſcendent a Motive to univerſal 
Righteouſneſs, Truth, and Goodneſs, muſt: the 


| ſpotleſs Example of the Son-of God be to thoſe up- 
g right, humble Souls, who are breathing after the 
F Perfection of the heavenly World, and groaning 


under the Burden of their daily F ailures and Defi- 
ciencies in the Sight of the H — God! 
4 4. AR C in, i. e. reſt in him as Cons com- 


EY 4 ] AS 
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ture Judgment of God, our Neighbour, and our 


N | as high a Pitch of Excellence as that before him. 
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Bent of Mind, to reſt in him, in whom alone it can 


Ke 


my ſel 
pointed in every Experiment, and diſſatisfied in 
the Embraces of every finite Being. Hearing 
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receive true ſpiritual; eternal Reſt ; and to look 
no further for this Reſt, than unto him, and unto 
"THI 


E Sum of this Head will appear in —— 


| Light by attending the ardent Aſpirations: of * 
© gracious Soul after this Reſt in Chriſt, of which 
this is a Type. Dear Saviour, I am naturally 


deſirous of Reſt to my Soul. Reſt I: want, and 
Reſt I long to obtain. I have ſought this Reſt 
in ſuch Objects, as the Wealth, the Grandeur, 


and Pleaſures of the Fleſh; or in my on Gifts 


and r e Performances; but after all, I find 
an empty neceſſitous Creature; diſa 


amidſt all this, that thou, O bleſſed Jeſus, art 


able to be my Reſt; a ſtable, permanent Reſt, 


my compleat, everlaſting, objective Reſt: Ap- 


1 alſo, that thou art not only able, 


ut willing to be this Reſt, to as many as 


unfeigned Love and practical obedient Truſt, 
deliver up themſelves to thee, and rely upon 
thee: Behold, I am this Day come unto. thee; 


and having renounc'd all: Confidence in my ſelf 
and all other Things, I deliver up my intire ſelf 
to thee, reſolved to reſt my wearied, burden'd 


Love, in thy Sacrifice and Merits, and in God 
the Father, by thee. I am commanded to hear 
thee, and obey thy Calls, whereof this is one; 


« Come 


5 on ; <2 4 aol 
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1 
As to the Nature of this Reſt, let it be noted, 
that it is not the Reſt of a Stone, which reſts where- 
ever it is caſt: Neither is it a Reſt wherein the 
Soul is merely paſſive. Oh] no, tis the Reſt of 
an intelligent Creature, deſigning to it ſelf Reſt; 
and after mature deliberate Thoughts, centering 
Z wholly on the Chriſt of God, with an unalterable 
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Soul in thy Power, Mercy, Faithfulneſs and 
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Mat. xi, 6e Comp unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
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e under, your Sin and ſpiritual Miſery thereby; 


„ Come unio Me; come unto me by à ſincere and 


<< lively Faith, yield your ſelves unſe:gnedly to 
„ my Conduct and Guidance, and to the Obedi- 


Ref: Reft from the Guilt and Condemnation of 
4 your Sins; Reſt from the Power and Dominion b 


e Of dem, and at length from the very Inhabita- 
<« tion and Remainders of em. Come unto me 


„ and I will give you Reſt: Reſt in your Union 
4 with me, and in God the Father, by me; and 


«© Reſt in Heaven at laſt, in all the Riches of my 
« Glory and Salvation. Yea, come unto me, and 
8 will give you Reſt: I will give Reſt to your 


„Whole Man, and particularly to your Souls, to 


„your Conſciences, to your Wills, and to your ſeve- 


ral Affection. O reviving Invitation! O bleſſed 
* Promiſe, this, to drooping diſquieted Souls! As 


Lam now come unto thee, thou ſovereign Prince 
e and Saviour, for this Reſt; be it unto thy Servant 


«« according to thy Word, upon which thou haſt | 


4 cauſed me to hope.” Let this ſuffice to ſhew the 


true Import of the Injunction in my Text, what it 


4 to bear Chriſt. Hence I proceed to ſhew, 
II. WHO are the Perſons that muſt bear Chriſt. 


FOR Anſwer to this, more generally, all that 
have an Ear to hear, muſt hear him. All the 
Creatures of his intelligent Kingdom, to whom he 
is preach d; the Princes of the Earth and all their 
Subjects: Not only the Poor of this World, but 
the Rich and Mighty ; both low and high,” rich and 


-Pſal. xlix.P007 together : Every one who received his Being 


from Chriſt : Every one whom he has purchaſed 
with the Price of his precious Blood; yea, and in 
a Word, every one who has a Soul to ſave, an Hell 

Fer 26 | to 
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to avoid, and an Heaven to ſecure, muſt hear him, 


and comport with the great Deſign of his Meſſage 
to — Chriſt's having commanded his Mini- 
ſters 1 go into all the World, and preach the Goſpel 10 


15 


every reaſonable Creature, as far as they are able, Mark xvi 


muſt doubtleſs infer an Obligation on all to hear, 15. 


and to obey the ſame glad Tidings of Grace: and 


Salvation by ſuch his Commiſſioners tender*d: to 


BUT *tis reaſonable to ſuppoſe, - that this 
Charge of hearing Chriſt is directed to ſome more 
particularly, than to others. Amongſt theſe we 


may obſerve, 8 | ; 

ff. THE Ignorant muſt hear Chriſt. By the Igno- 
rant, I mean thoſe who are ſtrictly and totally ſo. 
All thoſe who are ignorant of God, Strangers to 
= thoſe Conceptions of the Being and Perfections of 
7 God, which the Goſpel inſpires : All ſuch as are 


ignorant of their own Condition, of their original 


” Redtitude and preſent deplorable Revolt from God, 
and from all true ſpiritual Communion with him: 
All ſuch as are ignorant of the Perſon and Autho- 
= rity of Chriſt, in his great and bleſſed Offices; of 


the Nature and Adminiſtration of his Goſpel King- 


ö dom, of the Worth of their own Souls; of the Va- 


lue of their Time; of the Neceſſity of Repentance 
toward God, and of a lively ſtedfaſt Faith in Chriſt 
Jeſus: All ſuch as are habitually ignorant of, and 
unacquainted with theſe important Objects of 
Knowledge, muſt hear Chriſt: Yea, and in a Word, 
all ſuch as apprehend not the Nature and Certainty 
of a future State of eternal Recompences, after the 
8 Life expires; nor thoſe moſt momentous 

Truths which neceſſarily concern and accompany 
the ſecuring to themſelves ſpiritual everlaſting Bleſ- 
ſedneſs in that State: All ſuch Perſons are called 
upon in my Text to hear Chriſt, Their Ignorance 


Is a Reaſon why they mult Hear. And the Cha- 


racters 
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of their real Neceſſity of the Knowledge he teaches, 
and its future beneficial Effects upon their Conſci- 
ences and Lives; theſe are evident Reaſons for 
r. 1. their hearing bim. He is Chriſt the Wiſdom of God, 

as well as the Power of God; The tue Light that 
gas every Man that comes into the World. As all 
natural, ſo all true fpiritual Light, Wiſdom and 


as Streams from the Fountain, and as Rays from 
the Sun. Religion is a reaſonable Service in this 
Senſe of the Phraſe, that it is founded in, as well as 

rfectly conſonant to the Principles of Right 
Reaſon and Judgment. | Satan's is a Kingdom o 


ſound Wiſdom and b Underſtanding. When 
Chriſt comes into the Soul for Life and Salvation, 
he enters in at the Gate of the Underſtanding: He 


Chrift; whom:he has ſent. Without Knowledge, 
or right Conceptions of God, there never was, nor 
ever can be any ſuch Thing as real Religion in the 


our only Propitiation and Reconciler to God, lapſed 
Men can have no Acceſs to God, nor any folid 
Hopes of everlaſting Union to, and Felicity in him. 
| 5 Man can love, deſire or truſt beyond his Know- 
14 FT may be thought ſtrange that I ſhould parti- 
cularly dilate upon the Neceſſity of Divine Know- 
ledge to Perſons who have their Bibles in their 
Houſes, and daily Opportunities to attend the Pub- 
lick Miniſtry. But the Wonder of this will ceaſe, 
when it is conſidered, that the greater Part of the 
Nation, notwithſtanding the foreſaid Advantages, 


Names, and of the great Truths of Chriſtianity, 
28 | as 


Underſtanding, are derived into the Soul from him, 


Darkneſs; but Chriſt's a Kingdom of Light, of 


gives his People an Underſtanding to know him that is | 
true,” to know God, the prime Truth, and Jeſus 


Soul. And without the Knowledge of Chriſt, as | 


are as ignorant of God and Chriſt, bating the 


3 
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As if they had lived all their Days in that Commu- 
nion where Ignorance, tis affirm'd, is the Mother 
of Devotion, or in a Mahometan Nation? Nor is this 


the Caſe of ſuch only as neglect the Means of Grace, 
but of many, alas! who, for Numbers of Years, 
have attended the Preaching of the Goſpel and pub- 
lick Worſhip ; as Miniſters who have Occaſion to 
know the true State of Souls, do, to their Sorrow, 
frequently experience. The Prevalence therefore 


of this Sin amongſt us is not barely a Permiſſion, 


but even a Call, to cry aloud to iuch as are guilty of 


3 


it in this Land of Light. 1215 
2. ALL ſuch as are eſtranged in Heart and Aſfection 


from the Faith, Love, and ſupreme Obedience of the Son 
of God, muſt bear bim. : 
- METHINKS there can be no Doubt of this, 


ſo long as we are able to converſe with the Oracles+ 
of God, and thence to apprehend that this bleſſed 


Jeſus" is the Means, the only Means, by whoſe 


Merits alone we can be reconciled to God, and ac- 


cepted of him, and by whoſe Spirit alone we can be 
qualified for preſent and future everlaſting Com- 


munion with him. To whom chiefly are the nu- 


merous Calls and Exhortations of the Goſpel di- 
rected? Afe they not to ſuch ungodly Sinners? 
What mean the various Threats and Promiſes, 
the Warnings and Expoſtulations on Record in 
the Scriptures ? A Voice, tis plain they have 
but to whom? Doubtleſs to all ſuch as deſpiſe and 
reject the Chriſt of God, and that wonderful Sal- 


vation which this almighty Deliverer has wrought 


out for them, and affectionately tenders to their 
Acceptance. | | I 


3. THE Miniſters of the Goſpel muſt hear Chriſt. | 


THE Y muſt hear him, and accept their Com- 
miſſion at his Hands, as Ambaſſadors from him: 


k They muſt hear him, that they may thereby be 


enabled, with Seriouſneſs and Compaſſion, to 


| 3 — | ms preach 
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preach him in the intire Compaſs of his tnediatorial 


Prince, and vital authoritative Head; as 


their High- prieſt and Interceſſor at God's Right 1 


Hand, as their final Judge, and the Medium, in whoſe 
bleſſed Face they ſhall behold the inconceivable 
Glories of the Godhead, and reſt ſatisfied for ever 
in the Boſom of his Love, Nor muſt Miniſters 
hear Chriſt, only that they may thereby be enabled 


in this Latitude, to preach him to others ; but that 


in this Way they may be enabled alſo to ſecure an 
Intereſt in him to themſelves, as their! compleat 
Lord and Saviour. For as they are Sharers with 


their People in all the Exigencies and Calamities 


of a fallen State; ſo they as much need this Fe- 
fus for themſelves; to quicken, enlighten, heal, 


ſanctify and fave themſelves, as others: Nor is there 


any other Method of Happineſs and Salvation pro- 
vided for them, in Contradiſtinction from others; but 
even they, as ever they expect to be ranſomed from 


the Condemnation and lamentable Vaſſalage of Sin, 


and its dreadful Effects; yea, as ever they hope 
and deſire to obtain Pardon and Juſtification at the 
Tribunal of Chriſt, and compleat ſinleſs Rectitude 
and Felicity in the eternal God; They as ſoon, and 
they as certainly as other Men, muſt embrace and 
adhere to that ſame Jeſus, whom they preach and 
teach to all the World. This the Apoſtles Peter, 
Fames, and Fohn, to whom the Charge from Hea- 
ven was immediately delivered, quickly became 
ſenſible of ; and all faithful Miniſters from them, 
down to the preſent Time, carry about them 
ſtrong Convictions of this important Truth, and 
therefore of their own Neceſſity, for theſe Ends, to 
hear the Son of God: I add to this, | 
1 ALL ſuch as are prejudiced againſt the nd 
* > tg f en _ bear ven ft: 
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1 am inclir*d to think that the primary Deſign 
of the Voice from Heaven, (This is my beloved Son, 


in. whom I am well pleaſed ; Hear ye him) firſt at 


. Chriſt's Baptiſm, probably before many Wit⸗ 


neſſes; and now at his Transfiguration, before a 
ſele& Number of his Diſciples; I am (inclin'd to 
think;''Dſay; that the primary Deſign of this Voice 


from. Heaven, was to diſpel the Prejudices of the 


Fews'apainſt him, and to certify them that this ve- 
ry Perfon was of a Truth, the only begotten 
Son of God, and the promiſed Maſſiab, in whom it 
was foretold, all Nations of the Earth ſhould” be 
bleſſed. For if we conſider the reigning Femper 
and Diſpoſition of the Jets at that Time, when 
eur bleſſed: Lord miniſter'd amongſt em, we find 
them harden'd in Unbelief and Malignity againſt 
him; and this as the Apoſtle declares, chiefly from 
Prejudice, becauſe of the Meanneſs of his Paren- 
tage and Appearance, ſo contrary to their Pride 
and ambitious Expectation of a temporal glorious 
Kingdom, which they imagined he would have 
erected amongſt em. But above all, they were 
prejudic'd againſt him on account of his Sufferings, 


and Death. And whoever peruſes the Goſpels, 


will find, that even the Diſciples, after that great 
Miracle of his Reſurrection, labour'd under much 
of the ſame Prejudices with the Body of their 
Church and Nation. This ought to be a Caveat 
r. . i an 1 | 
I Is true, I don't apprehend that we are in 


1 Danger of rejecting Chriſt from the ſame particu- 


lar Prejudices which poſſeſs'd the Fews z but as 
we have the ſame bitter Root of Carnality in us, 
which they had; it may ſpting up in others as 


deadly Fruits. Tis poſfible we may not be pre- 


judiced againſt the Birth, the Perſon, and Sutfer- 
ings of Chriſt ; but we may take Offence at his 


Doctrine: This may ſeem to us too ſtrict, rigid, 
| D 2 | and 


. n ne and Chriſtian, Gradts ?: Is it nat 
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and ſelf. denying too plain and ſimple, as it did to 


x Cor. i. the ancient Greeks ;, or too myſterious and ſublime 


for human Comprehenſſon, as the Doctrine of the 


John i. 9. new Birth was to Nicodemus: We may be ſcanda- 


liz2d at Errors in the Church; at the unrighteous 
Practices of profeſſing Chriſtians; and abeve all, 


5 We may be offended at, and- fall Out with Chriſtia- 
nity, on Account of the Reproach, Poverty, and 


Perſecutions which the ſteddy Profeſſiomof it may, 


in this World, derive upon us, through the Blind- 
neſs of Men, and the Malice of Devils. There- 
fore as a Preſervative and Antidote againſt ſuch 


Prejudices, and their baneful Conſedo endes to 


our Souls, ſhould we Hear Cin. omitted 
LASTLY, Under this Head, Al rea, dr . 
ans muſt bear Chriſt. © 8+ 6 1 ee 111 


THEIR having. ei fo heard Him as: to 
bind; their Necks to his bleſſed Voke, and to ſub- 


ject themſelves to his Empire and Government, 
does engage and oblige t them ſtill to hear his Voice; 


and mote than this, it does alſo effectually convince 
them of their Neceſſity, no leſs from internal than 
from external Conſiderations, evermore tò continue 
his attentive, obſequious Hearers. For whence 
can they receive additional Inſight into che deep 


Things of God, except from him who is in the Bo. 


ſom of the F ather, and who alone can reveal him, 
in them and to them? And how from him, the 
Son, can they derive this Increaſe of Divine Know- 
ledge and Wiſdom, now Inſpiration 2 15 ceaſed, but 


| by - drach his Words? 


*E might warrantably extend this Er chr dugh 


the intire Compaſs of the Chriſtian Life, and ask; 


Is it not by Hearing Chriſt, that Believers muſt ſur- 
mount their Fears and Temptations, and triumph 


over their Doubts, Dejections and manifold Infir- 


mities ? Is it not by hearing Chriſt, that they muſt 


9 
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- 
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oy 


went; xvii. 5 
by bearing il, chat they muſt attain the Evi- 


denc©dfitheir mn Sincerity, in che 0 
of God? 2 | 


E * 


A Sit not by hear 
tain that Peace of C 


Chrilt, at tuey mut 6b- 
ldience; which - conſiſts im 


thei R pprehenſion of their Freedom from the Di- 


vine (Diſpleaſure, and from Obligation to eternal 


Perdition; and poſitively in the Senſe of the ſpe- 
cial Favour of God to their Souls, and Hope of 

his eee eee the Blood and Merits 

of his dear Son? Further, is it not by hearing 

| Chriſt, and ſubmitting their Souls to the Power 

af his Spirit and Word, that the Saints muſt attain 

to that Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, which at preſent is 


unſpeatable, and will hereafter! prove full of Glory ? 1 Per. i. 8 


I:might. yer add, tis by — the Chriſt of God, 
by: looking up to him, and reſting wholly upon 
bins that — Choſen of God muſt bè carried thro? 
all the Exerciſes and Conflicts of their militant 


«= State. Tis by this ſame Expedient, that they 
muſt vanquiſh the Fears of Death,” and reach not 


to a bare Willingneſs, but even to an ardent᷑ De- 
fire, and longing to be diſſolved, that they may 
ſerve him perfectly, and dwell with him in the erer 
laſting * — — hi LVẽ e en bis 5 
4 AS the Hearing the Son of God, has a mügifeg 
Connection with theſe great Ends; how can they, 
who are continually aiming at, and proſecutin 
them with all their Might, be found capable E 
obtaining them, otherwiſe than by practifing the 
Duty in my Text, which is to hear him who alone 
can, and who, in this Way, infallibly will give 
them the Defires of their - Hearts' ? This there- 
fore evinces the Point we are ſpeaking to, vis. 
r all real Chriſtians: _ bear COP be en f 
ako i eee 206 
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III. IN hat Senſe, and under what ſpecial: Cha. 


rafters we muſt hear Chriſt, ſo as ta fulfil chis Com- 
mandment from the Father. 


AND queſtionle Chirſt is to be hear ” 7 . 


thoſe. great and excellent Characters Which he ſu- 
ſtains, and Whereunto the Father has anointed him. 


If. we deſcend to Particulars, the Injunction in my 2 
Text recommends him 0 us under fuck as theſe. |» 


$8.40 io: 3 '03-be io awovr I 
Fe, HEAR. ye ee i. 0e. Sn DH 


and the. . and fmrctald: Hear bim as "4 


their Sum and E each? Fairs! 
| A4 LOB. is bim give ol he Prop Hing. They 


+ .; ..7 Arine;) Sufferings, Death, Keſurrection, Aſcenſi- 
dn and Siory; ad this-with very particular ſpeci- 


rcumſtances. Rs to tlie Law, this was given 


Gal. m. 28 a 84 ol-maſtet or Tutor, to lead as t Chriſt, in 


24. whom we are to ſeek Rrmiſſion of our Sins, and 3 


Rom. x. 4. cernal Life. Cbriſt is the End of the Law. Every 
Ordinance under the Moſaic Diſpenſation, was 4 
Type of Chriſt; Not only Perſons but Things: 

Not only the Inſtitutions of Moſes, but even the 
very Materials uſed [thetein,: had their ſpiritual 
Senſe, and referr*d to Chriſt, as their Significan- 

&y and End. Tis true, ſuch was the Darkneſs 

of thoſe Times, that the general Body of the Fews 
underſtood not this; but reſted bhiefly in the Ex- 
dernals of their Religion, few of them ſeeing 
through the Myſtery to Chriſt. But foraſmuch as 
weare- plainly ſenſible of their Miſtake; and are 

en thence aſſured that all the Predictions con- 


cerning the Meffi ah, his Perſon and Kingdom, fore- 


told. 85 che ancient Prophets, were punctually ful- 
Filled in Zeſus Chriſt; and foraſmuch as he himſelf, 


not only bracliſed all the Things injoined in the na- 


tural- moral La of God, but taught his Hearers 
to do likewiſe; and once more, foraſmuch as the 


* 


79 Cexre- 


1 ol his Conception, Birth, Life, De- 
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l MAT. di. 23 
ceremonial Law was accompliſhedꝭ in him, and by 
him: Don't theſe ſeveral Conſiderations, connetted - | it 
vvwith the expreſs Aſſertions cited from the New * 
W Teſtament; oh this Head, demonſtrate to us, that 
| Chriſt is the Sum and End of the Law and Prophets 3 
and therefore that he is to be heard by us as ſuch ? 
2. HEAR ye Chriſt, i. e. hear bim, even above 
= the Lum and the: Prophets, as he has revealed the 
| Things of God more fully and more clearly to us, than 
41 — re Do woe 0495 2, 
= THE Law, 1. e. Legal Precepts, Types, and 
| Ceremonies, were given by Moſes, but Grate and John i. 17. 
| Truth came by Fefus Chriſt. He is the real Subſtance 
which thoſe Shadows typify*d. In his publick Mi- 
niſtry he reſcu'd the Natural- Moral Law of God 
from thePerverſions of fuch blinded, corrupt Teach- 
ers as the Scribes and Phariſees : He explain'd its true 
Z Import, and ſet it in a full and proper Light, obvi- 
7 ous to every ſincere _— le reveaPd God 
under more gracious encouraging Characters than 
Mankind were wont to conceive of him under prior 
Diſpenſations. He added ſeveral new Precepts, 
more Heavenly in their Nature and Tendency than 
were enjoin'd under the Law; ſuch as theſe ; to do Matt. vii. 
unto all as we reaſonably deſire they ſhould do unto 12. 
us, to love our Enemies, to bleſs them that curſe 
us, to do good to them that hate us, and to pray 
for them which deſpightfully uſe us, and perſecute Matt. v. 
us. And to enforce theſe Duties with greater Au- 44. 
thority and Succeſs, he has exhibited to us greater 
Motives, of a more inward and ſpiritual Nature, 
& ſuited to the Conſtitution of his Goſpel Kingdom, 
| than were vouchſafed his antient People the Fews. 
They had ſome Knowledge, yea, and even a Pledge 
in their temporal Canaan, of a future glorious Reſt, b 
a a dSabbatiſm to be celebrated above; but ' tis by the Heb. iv. 9. 
Soſpel of Chriſt that Life and Immortality are fully, Tim. i. 
| brought to 22 z and by his indwelling, * 
C7 Pl- 
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"Lpitiei it is; that all true Chriſtians have the Seal and 


_ i. 13, Earneſt of it in themſelves. Tis by the Goſpel of 


Chriſt chiefly, that we know there is, and caimot 
poſſibly but be, a future State; what it particularly 


contains, and in what Way we may expect eternal 
Happineſs to our ſelves therein. 


UH we not therefore to hear Chrit above EI 
the Law and the Prophets, as he has reveal'd che 
Things of God more fully and more clearly to 


us, 2 ever Back been done by chem! * IE 


thi * 
3 * 


" HEDAR Trin, i e hear bin Para on 


bp autboritative Head and 7 eacher » in Matters 4 


Faith. 811 ft AL 1 5 

*RECEIVE che Articles which be has pronoun- 
ced neceſſary io Salvation; receive them upon his 
Authority, who is the Oracle of Eternal Truth, 
the Supreme Lord of Conſcience, and the only 


Way to Life Eternal. Where you ſee not his 


Name and Warrant, there with-hold your Aſſent, 
that your Faith ſtand not in the Power, or Autho- 
rity of Men, but in the Wiſdom and Veracity of 
God. As no Man has a Right to detract from, fo 


neither has any Man, with all his pretended Wiſ- 


dom and Authority, Age and Experience, a Right 
to add his own Conceits to the Oracles of God; or 
to dictate new Articles of Faith, above and beyond 


thoſe which Chriſt has publiſ d and ſealꝰd in ne 
wo Seri tures. | 


IF theſe Writings are able to make Men wiſe unto 
Salvation, what need can there be of human Addi- 


tions to them? But if they are not, why has the 


2 Tim. iij. Holy Ghoſt told us they are? And what then is 


15 


become of all thoſe eminent Saints who truſted fole- 

ly to them, as their Guide in the Way to Heaven? 

Shall we palm a Lye upon the Spirit of God, and 
when we b 


our 1 ſentence the beſt of Men in ro Ages 


ave done this, to complete the Merit of 


V 2 . ro 


— 1 


1 * 3 fu 
4 8 5 oo” — 1 ” © ves woos e . 4444 * N 3 
„ r eur rern 
4 n l — v 


8 TOES * E * > EY * * 
* | a 1 
% | * — 
„ „„ „„ r AS BS. Jo ade a6 ae 


| oy 


> * lan mc. 
to eternal Damnation, becauſe they could not ſub- 
mit to the Impoſitians of proud Dictators? Or (if 
it can be ſuppos'd) liv'd in a Day when this Vio- 
"lence to Scripture and common Humanity was not 


al WW attempted ? Oh! no. God forbid ; let Scribes 
and Phariſees, Fewiſh Rabbies and Sanbedrims: Let 
e Rome and all her Abettors, make ever ſuch loud 
he Boaſts of the Excellency of their Traditions, Doc- 
to trines and Inſtitutes, let them ever ſo confidently 


5 magnify their good and charitable Deſigns to the 
Souls of Men; they are juſtly to be ſuſpected, nay, 


to be anatbematiz'd when they decry ſupernatural Gal. i. 8. 
of Revelation, with a View to advance their own Con- 
ceeits upon the Ruins thereof, or indeed to put them 
1- upon a Level with it. If a Chriſtian's Religion be 
1 not to be found in his Bible, I profeſs, I deſpair 
1, ever to know where it is, or can be met with. 
And if this Volume will not help Men to Heaven 
s without human Additions to it, I'm afraid, for my 
> WE own Part, I ſhall never come there; becauſe I can 
no more be reconcil'd to theſe, than I can be rex 
f WW conciled to the Belief of an: expreſs» Contradi- 
) WW Etion to Truth it ſelf, or to the Thoughts of 
4 my own Ruin. Nay, and the ſame Principle 
4 would ſway me alſo to pity you, my Brethren, who 
I have Cauſe to believe are in the ſame Sentiments 
| with my ſelf ; i. e. on Suppoſition, that more were 


= neceſſary to your Salvation and mine, than Chriſt 
has taught us in his Word. But if it be impoſſible 

| for effential Truth to falſify, or contradict himſelf; 
if that God whom we have offended, and who alone 
can fave us, has a Right to preſcribe the Terms of 
our Reconciliation to himſelf; and means as he 
ſpeaks in his Word, when he propounds theſe 
Terms to us; if theſe Principles ſtand firm, then 
tis my Belief, both you and I may fit down content- 
ed only with our Bibles. If we readthem with Faith 
and Love, with upright, teachable Minds, as wil- 
E By | ling 


26 


Sermon Preached on 


ling Learners; if we ardently beſeech God to lead 
us into all neceſſary Truth, and do faithfully pra- 
iſe and adhere to that they teach, I verily be- 
eve and truſt, we are liker to reach our defired 
End, everlaſting Pardon and Felicity ; than if we | 
implicitly follow'd theſe Sons of Antichriſt, who 


would ſubject us to another Rule and Head in 


Matters of Faith, on Pretence of leading us a 7 | 
nearer and ſurer Way to the ſame bleſſed Period. 
WHEN. theſe Conſiderations are carefully re- 


view d and digeſted, does not the Injunction in my 
Text recur with greater Emphaſis to > Chi ? Hear 


E. bim, as your only authoritative Head and Teacher. 


Equal no Authority with his. Reverence no Man, 
ee no Man, follow no Man equally with Chriſt. 
Hear him and his Goſpel before Prieſts and Princes; 


before carnal Luſts and Appetites, before. Satan's 


Temptations, and a falſe degenerate World. Hear 
Chriſt and his written Word before deareſt Friends 
and Relatives, * Yea, hear him, I ſay, before all 
the venerable Bodies of Men on 2 For none 
has ſo much Truth and Wiſdom, ſo much Integrity 
and Affection as he: never did any effect that for you 
which he has done: nor can all the Combinations of 
Men and Angels ever have the Power to do that for 
you hereafter, which he can, and infallibly will do, 
* you avow him for your ſupreme and only 

ead, and adhere to him, as his fincere, obedient 


Hearers, to the Concluſion of your 1 105 To cloſe. 


this General, 

a HEAR crit, as Gods Ae ih; 9 bear 
ox in all fe Joy 4 5 and at all Liner, when he a: to 
25 5 
THAT he is 1 Son of God, 9 as . 18 whe 


eternal Word and the incarnate glorify'd Mediator, 


and therefore that he is ſuperlatively dear and ami- 
able to the God of Love, as ſuch, has been alrea- 
dy prov'd to you, in as narrow a Compaſe of Words, 
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as I could well put together on ſuch a Subject. It 


muſt therefore concern you;: Sirs, to hear him as 
ſuch. Can Being fo lovely, utter any Thing but 


from Love, and for Love to your precious Souls? 


When he calls you to forego your fleſhly Eaſe and 
Pleaſure, *tis from Love ; when he requires you to 


undertake the hardeſt Work, to ſuſtain the ſharpeſt 


X Sufferings, to forſake your All, to take up your 


Croſs, and follow him through all the Depths of 


worldly Diſgrace and Poverty, this is from Love: Mark viii. 


Once more; when this ſupreme Legiſlator and Judge 34. 
injoins you to reſiſt his Enemies unto Blood, and at 


his Call joyfully to lay down your Lives in a Pri- 
ſon, or at a Stake on his Account, this is from Love; 
becauſe he loves you, and in this Way means 


to prepare you for ſuch Diſcoveries of his Love in 


the Glory of the future State, as will infinitely com- 


penſate your greateſt Sufferings in this World, Will Ron. viii. 
= therefore ſtop your Ears to any of his Truths? 18. 


Vill you henceforth refuſe Obedience to any of his 
Commands, ſo reaſonable in themſelves, and ſo pro- 


fitable to you? Or, will you henceforth turn your 


Backs upon any Opportunity, when you might 
hear him ſpeak ? In no wife. Hear him in alb 
Things, and upon all Occaſions. Yea, hear him and 
regard him, which Way ſoever his Muid is given 
out to you. | 3 
HE AR him in all that he is pleas'd to offer to 
you. Hear him and obey him, not only ſo as to 
perform thoſe his Injunctions which relate to the im- 
mediate Worſhip of God, and the Exerciſes of Re- 
ligion, eminently ſo call'd; but hear him in regard 
to relative Duties alſo, thoſe whereof your Fellow- 
Men are the ſpecial Object. Hear Chriſt when he 
commands you to be true and juſt, merciful and be- 


neficent to them; when he requires you to love 
your Neighbour as your ſelves; and to do unto all, Mat. xxii, 


a9 you would be done unto; not only in forbzar- 39. 
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ing to injure them, but in Acts of poſitive Righ- 
teouſneſs; Goodneſs, ' and Love. Yea, and hear 


_ Chriſtin regard to thoſe Inſtances of Patience, Pu- 


rity, Self-denial, and Acquieſcence in the divine 
five Pleaſure, which +: omg concern Nan own 
elves. 

' THUS having ſpoken to the Doc! Conſide- 
ration of the Text, I paſs on, 
IV. IN the laſt Place, to apply it to your Hienrme 


and Conſciences. And as my Buſineſs under this 


Head, is to preſs you to hear Chrif Feſus, the moſt 
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beloved Son of God; this I ſhall attempt in two 
Uſes.. Firſt, For Excitation to the Duty in the 


in 11 9 to the ſame. ! 

AS to the firſt of aheſe Uſes, - VIZ: Ps Rncieari; 
on to the Duty of hearing Chriſt, L know nothing 
more proper to be mention'd to you on this Subject, 


nor more likely to prevail with you to hear the Son 


of God; to hear him in that Manner, under theſe 


| 8 Characters, and for the Purpoſes already de- 


crib'd ; than to repreſent to you both the Reaſon- 

ableneſs and Importance of this particular Du- 

* Hear ye therefore the ng Son * God. 
or," 


1. 60D bas expreſly ee you 10 bear 
him. 
FHIS being a Reaſon which none can + juſtly 
gainſay, I. hope no Man amongſt you will with- 
ſtand its Authority and Influence. The God that 
form'd your Bodies out of the Duſt of the Earth, 


and by his paternal Inſpiration kindled your Spirits 
7 within” you: The God who is the Source and Sg 


of all your Mercies, and the Object of your ſu- 


. preme and final Hopes in both Worlds: That 


God who, after your wicked deplorable Revolt 


from himſelf, provided ſuch a Saviour for you, as 


his own eternal, moſt glorious, and beloved Son: 


254 L n 
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That God, who is your rightful de, gut 
whoſe infinite, unchangeable Perfections alone can 
ſatisfy the Cravings of your immortal Spirits; and Plal.lxxiii. 
in a Word, the God who will at laſt, by his Son 25. 
judge you: This God, ſo great, wiſe and good; Acts xvii. 
ſo tranſcendently glorious and bleſſed; this God who 31. 
haas an inconteſtable Claim to command your Pow- 
ers, and their nobleſt Operations in all Things accor- 
ding to the Laws of your Creation and Redemption; 
This peerleſs Majeſty, with the utmoſt Weight of 
Authority, and Strength of Expreſſion, in a Mat- 
ter moſt dear to him, and of the laſt Importance to 
your ſelves, commands you to bear his Son. Behold, 
„ | fays the Text, a Voice out of the Cloud, which ſaid ; 
[= This is my beloved Son, in whom 1 am well pleaſed : 
: 7 Hear ye him. If therefore you have any ſuch Prin- 
*Z ciple in you, as Faith in his Word, any Dread 
ol his Power and Juſtice, or filial Affection towards 
him, as your moſt kind and loving Father in Chriſt, 
Dear, and regard his Son. W 
2. GOD has given us infallible Evidence concern- 
= ing the Certainty of this Voice from Heaven, at the 
= Baptiſm and Transfiguration of his dear Son, that 
wie might not therefore in any wile neglect to hear 
kim. e 3:3, 3 
NO that we are to expect any particular Evi- 
= dence for the Proof of this Voice, contradiſtinct 
from that which ſupports the Chriſtian Religion 
m general. No; but putting the Proof of that 
upon the ſame Footing with this, which may be 
ſafely done, becauſe it is a Part thereof; we have 
ſuch irrefragable Evidence of this Voice from Hea- 
ven, both that ſuch a Voice was uttered and heard, 
and that it was uttered and heard, as is related to 
us 3 that nothing but wilful Blindneſs and, harden'd 
rates oaritalicy can poſſibly reject. 
F O R let it be conſider d, that they who report 
this Voice to us, were Perſons of known F ä 
n 1 an 
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and Integrity, who could not themſelves be: decei- 
ved, as to this Matter, being Eye and Ear Witneſ⸗ 
ſes to it; They were Perſons, who, from their ha- 
ving endured all Manner and Degrees of Torment 
in their conſtant immoveable Atteſtation to this 


and other Goſpel Truths and Facts, have given 


the moſt ſatisfying Proof, that they had no Inten- 

tion to deceive us; and Perfons they were, who 
under ſuch a Combination of Circumſtances as 
Things then ſtood, could no more have it in their 
Power to deceive us, or impoſe a falſe Relation 
on us, than upon the Age wherein they lived. 
Yea further, the Spirit of God, and his extraardi- 
nary Gifts vouchfafed to the Apoſtles, and primi- 
tive Chriſtians, who received their Doctrine; 
the miraculous Operations wrought by the Apo- 
ſtles, to ſea] their Meflage ; which Miracles were 
ſo far from being denied ever to have been wrought, 
that the many great and learned, as well as the 
moſt furious and malignant Enemies to Chriſtiani- 
ty, both. Zews and Heaibens, do themſelves in their 
Writings againſt it, ftill affirm and confeſs, that 


* 
* 


. fuch Miracles were wrought, as are related. 


and future everlaſting Intereſts of Men. And then 
that we, at this Diſtance of Time from the Apo- 
ſtolick Age, are not impos'd on by falſe and viti- 
ated Writings, is as evident from the following Ar- 
guments, as can be defired. Theſe Books which 

conſtitute the Canon of the New- Teftament were 
written and publiſhed, received and known to be 
authentick in the very Apoſtolick Age it ſelf. 


The Chriſtians of thoſe Times ſet the higheſt 


Value upon them; conſtantly read ſome Part of 
em in their religious Aſſemblies every : Lord's 
Day: True Copies of them were preſently as: 
7:8) | « 
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and Tranſlations made, and diſperſed into the re- 
moteſt Nations and Provinces amongſt thoſe who 
embraced Chriftianity, and theſe were preſerved 


with the utmoſt Care and Faithfulneſs, 'as a more 
precious Depoſitum than Life it ſelf; ſome of which 


are to be ſeen at this Day. Upon theſe Foundati- 
ons does Chriſtianity ſubfiſt. To ſum up the whole 


therefore, if all theſe Conſiderations laid together 
and weighed in the Ballance of unprejudiced Rea- 


| fon; be not Evidence ſufficient to convince us of 


the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion in general; 
and of this Declaration' in my Text in particular, 
that it was uttered and heard from the Throne of 
God, in the Behalf of the incarnate Meſſiah, and ſo 
uttered” and heard, as is related from the inſpir'd 
Writings to us; if theſe Evidences, I ſay, will 
not convince us of this ſolemn Truth, we ought 
in Juſtice to renounce the Name, for *tis plain, 
we have already renounced the impartial Reaſon, 
of Men. But if by ſuch Atteſtations we are tho- 
roughly convinced of the Truth of this Article, it 
can certainly be no longer a Doubt with us, whe- 
ther we ought, as the Text enjoins, to Hear God's 


beloved Son. For by hearing him, we hear God, John v. 
who ſent him; and who, in all the foreſaid Me- 36, 37. 


thods bears Witneſs of him: By hearing him we 
ſet to our Seal, that God is true. 1 0 | 


= 3. OUR Affection to the Perſon of Chrift, will be 


meaſured by our Attention to the Meſſage he delivers. 
IIS his own Aſſertion, He that has my Com- 


mandments, and keeps ther, be it is that loves me. John xiv. 


Divine Love is an operative Principle. Where it >*- 
preſides in the Heart, it will bend the Ear to re- 
ceive Chriſt's Counſels, and to follow his Com- 
mands, for, we can never ſtatedly deſpiſe and con- 
front one whom we ſupremely love. The Thing 
is a Contradiction to the Reaſon and Experience of 
Mankind. He who muſt judge us at the laſt Day, 
ws 1 has 
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has told us beforehand, . how little it will then 
avail us to cry, Lord, Lord, and to plead our exter- 
nal Relation to him, and Endoavoury for him; if 
we have nat fulfilled his Commands in this Life, 
and ſerved him from that Divine Principle of Love, 
whichis the ſweeteſt, the moſt comprehenſive and 
| Mat. vii. only acce table Principle of Obedience to God in 
= 1, 22:3-the World. Again, let it be conſider d. 


42 „ 4. IF ye hear Chriſt, he will hear you, 5 50 | 


W_ HE will hear you, and deliver you in your 


reateſt Exigencies. The Righteous cry, and the 

Pſ. xxxiv. Fer hears, and delivers them out of all their Troubles: 
l 17. Again, God bears not, ſo as to accept, impenitent 
1 Sinners; but if any Man be a Worſhiper of God, and 
John ix, does his Will, him he hears. And this, *tis evident, 
31. is the Will of God, that wé ſhould hear his moſt 
Mat. xvii. beloved Son. But let it be conſidered, as a Mo- 
5. tive to this Duty, that if you hear Chriſt, he will 
hear you, ſo hear you, as to relieve you. He will 
hear you in all your Wants, F ears, Temptations 

| and Conflicts. He will hear you in all Conditions, 

12 in Health and Sickneſs, in Death, and at the Day 
wt of Judgment. He will hear, own and reward you 
| before the general Convent of Angels and Men: 
Yea, hear Ring, and he will hear you for your 

| ſelves, your Families, your Relatives ;- yea, and 

for Friends and Enemies, and, in a Word, for the 

Whole Church of God; your Relation to which 

will be eſtimated in his Sight, real or hypocritical; 

accordingly as du hear or neglect him. 


this Argument be to induce ſuch abſolutely neceſ- 
ſitous Creatures as we are, to hear the beloved 

Son of God, . he is a Friend who has all Power given 

Mat. xxviii C him in Heaven and in Earth, and whop, as he is 
3 therefore able to do for us exceeding abundantly above 
all Wwe can ask or think; fo his peremptory Aſſu- 
rances given us in Ea written Word, added to _ 
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A ND Oh! how irreſiſtible a Perſuaſive ſhould 


Mr. wil z. 
Experience we have of his Benignity to us every 
Day, are Conſiderations too ſtrong to leave us in 
the leaſt Doubt of his Willingneſs to exceed our 
Hopes, as much as our Deſerts, in 1 85 to future 
Favours, i. e. in Caſe we liſten to his Voice. 
S. LASTLY, Thereis no Eſcape to ſuch as refuſe 
| to bear the Chriſt of God. So te 
SEE therefore that ye refuſe not him that ſpeaks 3 
| for if they eſcap*d not, who refus'd him that ſpake on 


33 


; Earth, much more Gall not We eſcape, if We turn Heb. xii. 


F away from him that ſpeaks from Heaven. 235. 


& - SUCH audacious impenitent Contemners of 
the Son of God, and of the great Salvation by him 


purchas'd, publiſh'd, and moſt affectionately ten- 


der'd to their lapſed Souls, ſhall not eſcape 3 


what ? the Condemnation of the violated Law of 


Innocency 3 nor ſhall they eſcape a more aggra- 
vated Condemnation of the Law of Grace, than 
= ſhall faſten upon thoſe, who beſides their Violation 
of the Law of innocent Nature, rebelled againſt 
Moſes, and the Law delivered by him. As they 
ſhall not eſcape this moſt tremendous Doom at the 
End of Life, ſo neither ſhall they eſcape the dreadful 
& Curſe of God, in their Way to this moſt miſerable 

End. Nor, indeed, is it either equitable or juſt, that 
ſuch ſhould eſcape, when the criminal Nature 
and aggravating Circumſtances of their Refuſal are 
maturely weighed, which they will be by that 
ſovereign Prince, who will be their righteous, a- 
venging Judge. To review what has been offer'd 3 
Are the Motives ſo great to engage and excite 


our Attention to Chriſt ? And is it a Matter of 


that infinite Importance, as to concern us above 
all Things in the World? Then, as this ſhould 
render us truly willing to hear him; ſo ought it to 
N us to enquire, What muſt we do, that we 
may hear the beloved Son of God, and ſo hear 


- 
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him, as the Father from Heaven has command- 
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eck us? This is the Purport: of, the next practical 
Uſe, _ will be diſculs'd i in the following e 
h | 1. 
1. 47 7 END ow Grits preadÞ/d.. . 1 
THIS which was ſuggeſted before, as a Par- 
ticular Branch in the Explication of the Text; may 
not improperly be recommended in this Place, as 
a: Direction to the Duty injoined. Attend where 
Chriſt is preached ; attend him in his holy Temple, 
for there he is ſtatedly 


_ Jewiſh Synagogues every Sabbath Day. 
NOR 


with the People of God, 
tunity to attend in their private Aſſociations: For 


* 
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preach'd as We in the | 


ought you to neglect ſerious Converſe 
where you have Oppor- 


where two or three are gathered together in my Nome, 


with them, to ſucceed and bleſs them with. the To- 
kens of my everlaſting, felicitating Preſence and 
Communion with them. For theſe Reaſons, a- 
mongſt many others induſtriouſly wav'd, let no 
eglect any Opportunity of this inferior Kind, 
where he can hear Chriſt.” But as Attendances of 
this Sort fall under ſtricter Limitations, than ſta- 


ted publick Worſhip 3 I chiefly recommend the 


Mann 
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ſays Chriſt, (i. e. for yl + Vorſhip of God, 
for conferring together ke 

Duties of Religion, and with a View to ſtrengthen 
each other in the Ways of God, by — aack e- Re- 
proof and Encouragement, conkider'd and applied) 
there, adds this bl:fſed and only Potentate, am I in 
the midſt of tbem; not only to obſerve with what 
Diſpoſitions and Motions of Soul they appear be- 
fore me; nor to obſerye only, what Impreſſions and 
Influences the Means of Grace have u them; 
to obſerve what they have, and what they want; 
but J am there in the midſt of them, as in my reſt- 
ing Place, as with-a Peoplewho are ſo many Objects 
of my complacential Reſt, . and delightful Aﬀe- 


the great Truths and 


Jam there in the midſt of them to converſe 


lat- 


| 0 detain.” Again. 
2. DO you unfeigne 
the beloved of his 


nm Marr. Reli? 
latter; hence none can lawfully abſent themſelves, 
except ſuch as the Providence ef God ſhall fee meer 
nr areas aA 
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OF ather, as to fulfil the Injun- 


ſit down to hear him. Take heed that you come 


not te the Houſe of God, as unbelieving, negli- 


gent Hearers; nor with Prejudice againſt your 


Teachers; nor with high Conceits of your own 


Wiſdom ; nor from à Principle of Curioſi 

or with itching Ears: but come father with hum- 
ble, teachable Minds, with hungring and thirſt- 
ing Deſires after the Word, and with true Affecti- 


on to it, as the Food of your Souls. Take heed 


alſo how you hear, i. e. that you hear Chriſt's 
Word with Faith, Love, and particular perſonal 
Application of it to your Hearts and Conſciences. 
Take heed that you hear it with Reverence to its 


worthy: Author; and with a juſt Senſe of your in- 
ſuperable Ignorance, and Deadneſs toward God and 


ſpiritual Things, farther than you are quicken'd, 


"enlighten'd, and directed by theſe holy, theſe living 


Oracles. Once more, Take heed how you hear 
Chriſt's Meſſage to you; that you hear it with a 


Reſolution, in his Name, faithfully to practiſe ir; 


that you bear and know it for your Good, as the. Ex- 


dly deſire, ſo to hear Chrift . ' 


& ; 
N 


SEE, ab to the habitual State of your Mind, © Luke vii. 
to its prevalent Frame and Diſpoſition, when you s. 


% 
% 


preſſion is in Joh: That by its powerful, tranſ- Ch. v. 27. 


forming Efficacy you be made better Men in eve- 
ry Character, Condition and Capacity of Life, 


otherwiſe it can never be worth your Pains to hear 
and learn. In ſhort, ſo hear Chriſt and his Goſpeh, 


as to bring forth the genuine Fruits thereof with 


Patience and perſevering Conſtancy in the Ways of 


God, unto Death. I-gqonp 7 2H 
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_ 2 U you hear Chriſt, Ge. — 
your. Bibles: Aud read them, as you have been 
. to bear them ; for theſe are the Writings 
Tohn v.39.4pþich teſtify..of Chriſt. That Man was never yet 
made a true Diſciple. of Chriſt, nor deliver d into 
7 Mould of the Goſpel, ſo as to receive its Divine 
= Impress upon his Heart, who is not poſſeſt with a 
N Love to his Bible, above all other Books; and 
chuſes not rather to converſe with this Volume than 
= with: the moſt elegant Compoſitions of uninſſ * 
| | Men. Wou'd you hear the ? then rea 
| Laws and Statutes. Wou'd you hear the King * 
Kings? then peruſe your Bibles. Read and ſtudy 
them: Read them in your Families and Cloſets, 
Morning and Evening: And to ſum up this Head. 
make the Scriptures t de Man of your Counſel as = 
Pfal. Ri, your Delight. But, = 
* 4. WQU*D you hear Chriſt ? Then hear your Y 
own Conſciences, For they are his Deputies within 
) you, and are to be heard with great Impartiality 
> and Faithfulneſs, both for and againſt you, fo far 
as they are informed by the Written Word of 
God. "Therefore hear them. Again, Wou'd you 
hear Chriſt? Then. 
5. HEAR all the faithful Servants and Diſciples of 
— Ixv?. Cell. Hear their Counſels and Experiences: Hear 
ul. u. their Warnings and Encouragements; what Chriſt 
, . has wrought in them and for them. Hear alſo and 
mark their Failures, as a ſkilful Mariner marks 
the Danger of Rocks and Sands for his own Safety. 
3 To conclude, If you would hear Chriſt unto Salva 
1 0 
mo 6. L AST EY, Beg of Gad to give you. the Hear 
ing Ear, and the underſtanding obedient Heart. 
Prov. xz, theſe are his Gifts, and to be obtain'd of him by - 
K vent unwearied Prayer. If this great Almoner of 
Kings i. the World hear the young Lyons and Ravens when 
they. cry to him — Food; x he hear both the 


Beaſts 
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vered us, This has 
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| Beaſts of the Field, and the Fowls of the Airs will Mal. cv, 
he not, think you, much ſooner — 27,28, 
his own 


mate - Cries lo bim in a Matter after 
Heart? Was he ever yet wanting to you? Did he 
ever turn nar ps ſincere- and ardent Prayer? 


His commanding you to petition. him for theſe 
Gifts, is a manifeſt Proof of his Intention to beſtow 
them, if you ask them according to his own Di- 
rection, i. e. in the Name of Chriſt our great 


High- prieſt and Interceſſor, for the Purpoſes of 


his Glory, and your own eternal Happineſs in God 
by him: So much for the ſpecial Subject of the 


ext, its Doctrine and Application. 


HENCE I purpoſe, as I promis d, to paſs over 
to conſider, and enable you to improve, thoſe two 


grand National Occurrences, which at preſent fill 


our Thoughts; I mean, the ſudden Death of our 
late moſt gracious Sovereign GEORGE I. and 
the immediate and peaceful Acceſſion of his preſent 
* Majeſty GEORGE II. I will make my Way in- 
to this Scene of Diſcourſe with looking ſome Years 
= backward, and obſerving to you; chat many a 


Time and oft, may this Britiſh Nation truly ſay, we 
have been endanger'd from Popiſs Counſels and Fa- 
Eons. Our Religion, our Laws, Eftates, and Li- 
berties, have long been the Envy of a Set of Men, 

intirely loſt to every Thing, excepting the Intereſts 
of this World: And had the Fulneſs of their Pow- 
er been equal to the Depths of their Craft, and to 
the Fierceneſs of their Spirits againſt us; the moſt 
invaluable Bleſſings had been wreſted out of our Poſ- 
ſeſſion, and ſuch a Yoke of Servitude again im- 
poſed upon us, as neither we nor our Fathers were 
able to bear. But *tis well known, that the kind 
Providence, who firſt brought about the Refor- 
mation, and has watched over it ever ſince, has 
again and again defeated them, and as often deli- 
been done with ſuch Circum- 
＋ 2 ſtances 
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+> 127 ſtances of almighty Power and Goodneſt in our 
As x2 Behalf 3-when, to all: human Appearances, we 
were ripe for Ruin; that as nothing but wilful By 
Falſſidod can r Ning fuch merciful -Interpoſals';;>-io I 
neither: can any Thing, except the moſt unparal- 
Tepa Ingratirutlo and eee Fol Temper," be able 
ever to forget them. 1 e 210 
KING WILLIAM Ul. imder God, was one 
glorious: Inſtrument for the Deliverance of this Na- 
tion, at a Time when Popery, and its inſeparable 
Concomitant, Arbitrary Power, were flowing in up- 
on it ith à full Tide: and after all the Care and 
Pains that good Prince took to unite and heal a dif- 
Joirged People, againſt a practiſing Enemy; no- 
g was ever more likely to reach this End, nor 
has any Step in that important Reign ſo effectually 
funk their Hopes, as his ſecuring to us by Parlia- 
mentary Right, a Succeſſion of Monarchs in the illu- 
ſtriaus and numerous Family of Brunfwick, being Pro 
teſtants. This was a Legacy, which however harſh | « 
an Epithet ſome from the Weakneſs of their Un- 
. deerſtandings, and others from the abundant Malice 
of their Hearts, may have given it, will be highly 
eſteem' d; while there are any ſuch Things left in 
the Nation, as a Spirit of ſerious Religion, and 4 
genuine Concern for our Civil Rights. Purſuant to 
chat Act, the Act of Settlement, a Prince of that 
| Huſttious Houſe, and a — from that ex- 
cellent Queen of. 'Bobemia, | whoſe royal Vertues 
ſhone with great Glory through the dark Cloud of 
her Sufferings for her Firmneſs to the Proteſtant 
Reform'd Religion: Purſuant, I ſay, to the ſaid 
Act, a Prince of that illuſtrious Houſe of Brunſ- 
wick facceeded to the Imperial Crown of © theſe 
Realms, in the Lear 1714; and has ſway'd our. 
Britiſa Sceptre now for almoſt thirteen 13 
the Joy af his e and the Terror of his Pues 
mies. Honk 
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IT would: be needleſs to relate it, for Tm ſure 


you know, and God grant you may for ever. re- 
member it, at how ſeaſonable a Juncture this great 
Prince aſcended the Britiþ Throne. It was at a 
Time when our Fears exceeded our Hopes, when 
9 8 Scorn and Outrage infeſted us on every 
Si 


e, and when divine Juſtice might by thoſe In- 


ſtruments of Cruelty, have made our Puniſhment 
equal in Weight and Shame to the Meaſure of our 
publick Guilt. This, I ſay, it would be needleſs 
to relate; as it alſo would be to apprize you of his 
late Majeſty's Character: for his whole Reign has 
given you ſuch an Idea of the Greatneſs of this, as is 
better apprehended from the Happineſs you have 
enjoyed under bim, than can be expreſt by the Pow- 
er of Words. But as tis expected that I ſhould ſay 
ſomething to this Subject on this Occaſion, when 
it would be a Crime to be wholly ſilent; let it be 
conſidered, that I preſume not to ſpeak of Things 
= out of the Road of common Obſervation. ' 


THAT I may go into this matter then without 


more Words, I believe you will agree with me in 

| thinking and ſaying, that his late Majeſty poſſeſt 
| at once all thoſe excellent Qualifications which were 
divided among the greateſt Monarchs of his Age. 
He was a Prince of deep Penetration, and of a 


Maturity of Judgment; and his Firmneſs and Re- 


ſolution, for which he was always celebrated at 


home and abroad, were equal to them both, and 
doubtleſs the genuine Reſult thereof. As he chiefly 
aim'd at his People's Happineſs, the only true End of 
Government, ſo he as faithfully as ſteadily purſu- 
ed it in all his Meaſures ſince he came to the 
Throne. | 2 


IS well known, he was an accurate Inſpe- e 


ctor into all publick Affairs, and had as authen- 
tick Intelligence of the Schemes and T ranſac- 


tions of Foreign Courts, as any that ever appear- 
TAH" - 1155 nou 


* 3 * So 


39 


RT y 


A Sermon Preached on ö 
ed àt the Head of che Nation for many Years 
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| PAs to his Majeſty's Adminiſtration of Religious 
Affairs, becauſe this is an Article of Importance, 
I wilt begin ſo low, as to obſerve to you; that he 
underſtood human Nature entirely well. He con- 
= fider*d; that Man, as an intelligent Creature, is to, 
3 be fway*d from Principles of Reaſon and Conſide- £4 
= ration, and that as every Man muſt hereafter an- 
A ſwer for himſelf, he has an undoubted Right to 
judge for himſelf, in the Buſineſs of Religion, i. e. to 
examine into the Nature of its Doctrines, Proofs and 
Difficulties 3 it being upon the whole, as vile an 
Abſurdity in Religion, to talk of conſtraining Conſci- 
ence, as it would be in Mechanicks to ſpeak of de- 
termining the Motion of a Clock by the Flouriſh 
of Rhetorick, or to enlighten Men's Underſtand- 
ings in any of the Sciences by the Energy of Fire 
ANOTHER Thing which follow'd upon this 
Conviction, as an Effect from its Cauſe, and which 
had its due Weight in his late Majeſty's Thoughts, 
was this; that avs” Ames. has therefore an indiſpu- 
table Title to worſhip God according to the Per- 
ſuaſion of his own Mind, after upright Endeavours 
us d to underſtand the moſt ee Way, as to 
which he muſt be left to himſelf. i 
BUT the Title here mentioned muſt not be ta- 
ken abſolutely, but always with this Reſtriction; 
where the Perſuaſion pleaded is not of that particu- 
lar Kind which foments Rebellion againſt lawful Ru- 
lers, and which for the ſake of erecting a worldly 
Policy, under the ſpecious Names of the _— of 
God, and the Good of the Church, would introdu 
Superſtition, Tyranny and Blood, and prove in the 
Iſſue, as extreme a Plague to Religion and Civil So · 
ciety, as it is a preſent Contradiction both to the 
expreſs Word of God, and to the Maxims of com- 
mon Senſe, | THAT 
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THAT ſuch Principles were reftrain*dfrom the 
Violence and Miſchief they naturally inſpire, and 
mare impregnated with, was no more han uf in hun 
to look after, who had the Welfare of the Nation 
upon his Heart, and the Reins of Government en- 
E truſted in his Hands: This Procedure. therefore to- 
ward ſuch unhappy Perſons; was ſo far from being 
4 Reflection upon his late Majeſty's Adminiſtration, 
that it was his real Glory; if Integrity; Juſtice, 
and an inviolable Regard to the Sacredneſs of Oaths 
„ fot | oi ouyoy non iupo ogg 
II adds further Hohour to the Character of his 
Adeceas'd Majeſty, and will embalm his Memory to 
the lateſt Poſterity; that as a Father he govern- 
end his Subjects with Mildneſs and Equity. He 
Jov'd his People, and as much defir'd, as he deſer- 
ved, that this Love might be mutual, and reign on 
both Sides; knowing, that he is a more glorious 
= Monarch who rules in the Hearts of his People; be 
the Circle of his external Dominion ever ſo contract- 


4 1 


18 
he, than he who can challenge the World for his 
„ Empire, and rules it from Principles of Tyranny 


and * 1 Violence, and with Views as oppoſite 
to the Good of Mankind, as the Deſigns of the De- 
$ vil are oppoſite. to thoſe of the Son! of God. This 
5 Conſideration leads me to obſerve further, that 


could any thing have inſpir'd difaffected Hearts with 
fincere Affection and Loyalty towards this excellent 
Prince, methidks it ſhould have been this, that he 
- fought to overcome their Evil with his Good, fiot on- 
ly with Acts of common Beneficence, hut of Par- 
don, Clemency, and kind Affection. Where pub- 
lick Juſtice, and true Ends of Government would 
permit, there Mercy and Compaſſton were ſure to 
2 againſt Extremity and Rigor- And the 
World might read in his Adminiſtration, that to be 
Able to forgive an Enemy, is a greater Conqueſt 


char to be able to puniſh him. 1 
. 2 AGAIN, 
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AGAIN, This celebrated anden was gra- 
cious to thoſe who addreſs'd him, and as 'ample in 
rewarding the Services of his Friends, as he was 

faithful in remembring them. Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters can particularly witneſs to the Truth of this Af- | 
ſertion. The Repeal of ſome ſevere Laws againſt 
us, the Revival of our-Liberties, and the Security 
he gave us for the Continuance of theſe Bleſſings to 
us, are ſo many Proofs of the Senſe of his Majeſty's 
Heart towards a People who had on all Occaſions, 
even under very conſiderable Hardſhips, expreft a 
fervent Zeal for the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the 
Houſe of Brunſwick, and for Reform*d Chriſtianity, 
of which, his late Majeſty was a moft glorious De- 
fender. To this let me add in the next Place, 2 

TRADE and Commerce, one principal Source 
of national Wealth and Grandure, our late good 
and gracious Sovereign ſtudiouſly promoted; and 
that this might be fecured to his Subjects againſt the 
Perfidy 0 Violence of deſigning Rivals, he con- 
certed a form'd ſuch Alliances as weaken'd their 
Ho es, and eſtabliſn'd our Www. | 

EACE, as it carries in it numberleſs BleC: 
ſings, our late illuſtrious King deſir'd and fought, 
yet Ar upon Terms worthy of himſelf to pro- 
poſe, and of ſo great a N wh as his Own to ſub- 
mit 8 
\ "THESE, to be bricß are ſome of choſe Charac- 
| ers which met in this celebrated Prince, and ſnone 
| through his intire Adminiſtration. And now what 
Sentiments of Melancholy and Regret muſt natu- 
-. rally. ſpring up in every generous: Mind, when *tis 41 
related, that this renowned Monarch is: dead, and 
ſever'd from his Throne, his Crown and People for 
ever; were not theſe diſpell'd by the immediate and 
peaceful Acceſſion of his preſent Majeſty: to the 
Throne of his Royal Father; a Prince, who toge- 
* with : a Crown, inherits the fame Wiſdom _ 
Ws CES , | 8 


— 


Marr. xvii. 5. 


. eser of + Temper with his Royal F ather ; and 
who, in his moſt gracious Declaration, has aſſur'd 
us, that our Religion, Laws, and Liberties, are moſt 


dear to him, and that he will endeavour to improve 
and perfect the great Work his glorious Predeceſſor 
had ſo much at Heart. 

AT the fame Time that theſe Things are conſi- 


der'd, ought we not alſo to take Natice, that we 


have the Honour and Happineſs to ſee: 3 Queen 
Conſort upon the Royal Throne, a Princeſs "__— 


- Endowments are as illuſtrious as her Deſcent ; 


Princeſs, who in her earlieſt Age, had fo fads a 


Senſe of Religion upon her Heart, as was Proof: 


againſt the Temptations of a Crown, which had vi- 


ſible Danger to Conſcience attending it; and who, 


at this Day, is at once an Ornament and Ex- 


ample to the Nation tor: Integrity and univerſal 
(zoodnels. 1 

AND now that we are recounting our noni 
Bleſſings, it muſt be a Pleaſure to us to add, that 
we behold a numerous royal Iſſue, all of them edu- 


cated in the Faith and Practice of refurm'd Chriſti- 


anity, and therefore ſo many Pledges of Heaven's 


Affection to us, and of the Nation's future Happi- 


neſs and Glory. To purſue the Subject {till further, 


we are bleſt with able and faichful Counſellors z we 


have well diſciphn'd Armies, and powerful Fleets, 


and we ſee the Enemy from all Parts confounded in 
their Meaſures, and ſolliciting Peace. And in a 
Word, we have every Thing which can be deem'd 
a proper Motive ta induce us to transfer our Allegi- 
ance to his preſent Majeſty, and to be hank to 


8 God for him. 


ALL this is owing to the free Mercy and Good- 
neſs of God, who by ſuch Inſtances ſpeaks to us, 
as a Community of People, for our Good, And 
now, if along with this Voice of Providence, we 


| * our Thoughts back to the Voice mentioned 
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1 3 Probe" an 
in n my Text,, and carefully attend, as well as fin, 
cerely and conſtantly obey both, I know no Malice 
doo deep, nor Power too ſtro Furs us, ' becauſe: . 
this Practice will engage the A cy Sovereign 5 
Paal. cxliy. of the World on cur Side: And“ — is that People 
Ss. .. coboſe God is, Jebovab, the Lord. If he be for us, 


ln it matters not hoever is againſt us. 


AND now that I have gone thro? this Part. of 
my Work, I muſt be ſo free as to tell you at laſt, 
that amidſt this bright Scene of Encouragement, I i 
am not without my Fears, and thoſe very conſide- 
rable. Tis upon this chey terminate; J fear, leſt 
we ſhould deſpiſe our Mercies, as we have hithertq 
done. For, to my Apprehenſion, here lies our great- 
eſt Danger; and *tis hence that our Diſtreſs can firſt 
ariſe. The true Intereſts of a Nation ate ſo ne. 
ceſſarily inter woven with the Intereſts of Real Reli. 
gion, that where theſe are meglected, thoſe will i in 
ime as naturally ſink,” as the Subſtance of a pri- 
1 vate Family will at laſt fink under the Weight of 
13 Profaneneſs and Debauchery. Tis well known that 
. the governing Juſtice of God, and the natural Diſ- 
Poſition of Things, work this way. But ſhould | 
any be ſo much an Infidel or an Idiot, as to de- 
mand a Proof of this, the Hiſtories of all Nations, 
(of the "Jews eſpecially, and ſo much of their Neigh- - 
bours as is connected therewith in the ſacred Wri- 
rings) if read with Attention and Impartiality, will 
Pe ever eſtabliſn a Man' 8 F aith ! in the preſeac A. 
ticle. 
8 1 T follows therefore, that if we defire: that the ns 
great God ſhould. bleſs his preſent Majeſty, and 
by his Adminiſtraticn ſecure to us the Poſſeſſion of 
our Immunities as Men, as Chriſtians, and as Pro- 
teftants: We muſt mind the grand Intereſts of Re- 
ligion in the firſt Place, ſuch as univerſal Righte- 
ouſneſs, Fruth and Goodneſs. And foraſmuch as 


Religion can neyer * National, but by d 
8 9 


- 


by 28288 Perſonal; as ever we deſire to ſee this 
pleſſed Time, when God ſhall be univerſally loy*d, . 

|  honour'd and truſted; and would contribute to the 
haſtening of it, and to our own Happineſs herein; 
every Man of us muſt begin at home, and ſearch 
our ſelves, How ſtand I affected, at preſent, to- 
wards genuine undiſſembled Chriſtianity ? How 
is this reliſh'd in my Thoughts, Deſires, and Af- 
fections? How far Gen this inſpire my Heart, mix 
with, and determine my Deſigns ? What Influence 
has it upon my ordinary Converſation ? -Does it ac- 
company me into my Cloſet, preſide in me in my 
Family-Converſe, and actuate me in my parti- 
cular Employment? To abridge the Enquiry 3 
Whether: has God, or that audacious: Rival, Car- 
nal Self, the ſovereign Empire, and habitual Eſti- 
mation of my Mind and Heart? Is it God that I in- 
tend, and proſecute before all, in the Drift and Se- 
ries of my Thoughts, Deſires and Actions? or is 
it the Luft of the Fleſh, and thoſe criminal Plea- 
fures, which are. as contrary to. my Happineſs, as 
they are to the holy Nature and Will of the ever 
bleſſed God ? E 13 ö * 
LET us worſhip God in whatever external 
Mode, and aſſociate for this End wich this, or any 
other particular Claſs of Chriſtians whatever, we 
cannot be at a Loſs to determine the preceedi 
Queſtions, ſo long as we have our Bibles in our 
Hands, and. are willing to underſtand them when 
they ſpeak to us on theſe Heads, OSS 
CH RISTIANIT , as to its Eſſence, is one 
and the 1 Thing ee e the World. The 
believing, chuſing and proſecuting with Suprema- 
cy of Mind and Fama the —— Objects which 
this commends; this, my Brethren, is the Religion 
taught by the Son of God, whom we are required 
to hear. And therefore the Rules for Trial of our 
_ * Stateare one and the ſame to all, whether we wor- 
3 | ſhip 
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A Sermon Preached on | 
ſhip God waning to the Model of the Church of | 
England, Scotland, Geneva, or of other Chriſtian Nati: « 
ons. And you are my Witneſſes, Sits, that this is the | -; 
Religion of all ſuch as are Proteſtant Diſſenters, up- 
on a Principle of Conſcience. To be brief, this 
only 1s true Religion: Other Things may aſſume the 
Name of Religion, the beſt Things being liable to | - 
be counterfeited; but if they vary from, or con- 
tradict Chriſtianity, as it is deſcribed in the Goſ- | 1 
pel of Chriſt, they are no more Religion, properly | 
ſpeaking, than Satan in the Appearance of an An- 
gel of Light can be called a loyal Homager of the | 
eternal God. The Duties of Religion may indeed 
extend themſelves farther than at preſent, ſhou'd 
+» the great God reveal more of himſelf to us, but 
T Religion could never be transform'd into a contrary 
1 Z ih Thing tq what it is, becauſe its prime Obje&, the 
3 . moſt high and holy God, is eternally, and invari- 
aaaubly the ſame. To know, believe, love and obey 
| this God, and to center wholly, and altogether in 
8 him, as our objective Happineſs, Reſt and End ; 
aaläKanqd in Chriſt, as our only true and living Way to 
— -_ - ths bleſſed End; is a Religion, for the moſt Part, 
ariſing out of the Nature of Man's Relation to God; 
and therefore, whilſt two ſuch infinitly different e- 
ings as God and Man exiſt, our Devotedneſs to God 
can never vary from what Reaſon and Scripture pro- 
nounce it to be. This Religion, as publiſhed by the 
Chriſt of God, is the only true Religion in the World: 
This is the Religion into which You and I were 
"= baptiz'd; and in Relation to which, I exhort you 
to examine whether it have taken vital Rooting in 
your Hearts, for*tis ſucha Religion as this that mult 
diffuſe Happineſs amidſt a Nation and People. 
NAT, and I do the more earneſtly preſs this 
" upon you, becauſe of the viſible Decay there is of 
* this throughout the Nation: This Decay, you can't 
6 but have obſerved, is attended with all the aggra- 
"i 1 | vating, 
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f | ating Circumſtances of Guilt and Horror. Never 
— Was there more Light and Knowledge, and which 
zs tremendous! never more ſtudied Atheiſm, De- 


iſm and Infidelity amongſt us, than now. Never 
more Rioting, Drunkenneſs, and general Corrupti- 
on of Manners, than now. The Bible was never 
leſs eſteem'd, nor the Lord's Day leſs reverenc'd 
and hallowed way now. Never was a Trumpet 
" | founded louder for Liberty and Charity, than 
in the preſent Age; and yet if a Tree can be 
known by its Fruits, and Mens Hearts by their 
covert Actions, I fear there was never leſs true Af- 
fection to God, the only Root of Charity to Men, 
than at this Day. They are melancholy Reflections, 
and I will carry them no further than is neceſſary; 
J add, that if we conſider the horrid Oaths and 
Curſes, and diſſolute Converſation of many a- 
mongſt us; if we ſtill remark the vaſt Increaſe of 
ee Property in the Nation, and how little 
eart Men call'd Chriſtians have to open their 
Hands in expending an anſwerable Portion of it for 
God, and for the Propagation of the Mediator's 
Kingdom in the Souls of Men; while, as treache- 
rous Stewards of their Lord's Bounty, they can be 
pleaſed either to ſquander it away upon their vitious 
Luſts, or to hoard it up till its Ruſt and Canker 
rove a Witneſs againſt them. When we view lam. v. 3. 
all this, Can we doubt of our ſad Declenſion from 1 1 
the Power of Religion, even amidſt all the confi- 
dent Pretenſions we are making to it. 
ONCE more, Never ſurely was there leſs of Fa- 
4&4 mily Religion in anevangeliz'd Nation than in ours, 
nor leſs in ours than at this Day. Parents are in 
earneſt to provide liberally of the Mammon of Un- 
righteouſneſs for their Children, and to inſtruct them | 
in order to the compaſſing it for themſelves. But "ove I 
oh! Where are the Parents, or Heads of Families, 54 
that are indeed ſerious, and in earneſt * Le 
* | f ul 
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Min ofthoſe under their Charge to Holineſs and 95 F : 
i to may with — and: for them; to | 


hriftianity. ; 
inſtruct them in hings of God and their Salva- 
tion 3 and to lead them in the Way to Heaven, 
by 3 exem 
Life in themſelves ! Yea, and as to Proteſtant 
fenters; how alas! are we fallen ! and how lictle 
tively of the true Spirit and Fruits of Re- 
ligion is there Row ſeen amongſt us, to What obtain'd 
in a former Day ! It was not ati outward Form or 
Name, not a Religion founded upon Cuſtam or 
Education, nor calculated fot the Intereſts of Paſ- 
fions and Parties: It was os Religion of this Stamp 
that Chriſt! taught his Diſciples, nor that ſway d 
the venerable Puritans; gur Forefathers, - to wor- 
hip God upon the Model they left us. Oh! no, i 
was a rooted Love to Truth and ſerious Piety, - 
ajuſt'Regard to the Liberty wheręewith Chriſt has 
made his People free, that inſpir'd. them; - Theſe 
were the Things which lay at the Bottom of their 
Hearts, and directed their Conduct And did 0 
but carry on the Bui — 7 upon the 
ſame ſolid F r their S Keck ani- 
mate us, and the Greatneſs of their Deſign as deep 
in our Hearts, as it was in theirs, I am paſt Doubt, 
God wou d ſupport, encourage and proſper us, a- 
gainſt all poſſible Oppoſition. Nor can we ever 
ſubſiſt long upon any other Foundations. I pretend 
not toa prophetick 80 irit, but this I cannot help ſay- 
ing, with a ſpecial View: to our ſelves; I have been 
under the Temptation to fear, chat unleſs the bleſ- 
ſed God raiſe new Thoughts in us about the Extre- 


mity of our Condition, the Proreftatit Diſſenting 


_ Intereſt, which evidently throughout the King- 
dom is a dying Cauſe, will expire with the x preſenir 
Generation. | 
IS it not high Time therefore for us > all if we, 


5 ave not trifling with God, and che precious 3 


Piety Holineſs of 
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I „ "Ray vii 5 £4 hee; 
nf Nen, a al d meditating e own Shame. and: Rui 

0 inquire into the:Caulc es and Cure of chis Declen n | 
bone Oh { whence can it axiſe God's 1 5 
the ſame: His Love and, Goodneſs are the lanes 
be Mercy and Bowels of Chriſt, and the Merit, bf 


his Plea for Souls the ſame :,, Our Bibles, are ſt 
the ſame : They ſtill teach. the ſame Doctrines, and 


enjoin the ſame Duties: And whenever we open 
them, the ſame Threats and Promiſes look us in the 
"| Face, to alarm our Fears and excite our Hopes, 
And to be brief, the Way to Heaven is to this Day 
the ſame it was from the Beginning 3 without Ho- Heb. xii. 
lineſs no Man ſhall.ſee the. Lord. 14 
T HIS publick wotul Degeneracy 3 can C 
never —— its Riſe from theſe Cauſes. Whence q 
then? Doubtleſs from the natural Pride and in- <3 
fidelity -of our Hearts, and from the Luſts of the 2 
. Fleſh, fed by Eaſe and worldly Proſperity, and in 
brief, from — Contempt of the Scriptures; and 
to add no more, from the Retreat of the bleſſed Spi- 5 1 
rit of God from us, from our Hearts, F amilies and _—” 
Societies. 
IN the midſt ef all the ſad | Thoughts which this 
View of our Caſe naturally inſpires, what can be 
|  propos'd to turn the Criſis to our Advantage? For 
. this the Text diretts us, bear Chriſt : for it muſt 
FF be this, he Hearing Chriſt (as has been recom- 
mended) which, lt contribute to our Revival 
and Eſtabliſhment. Loet us hear Chriſt then, hear 
him in all he delivers, and at this particular Sea- 
FF. fon, bear bim, in his Admonition to the Church of 8 
1 Epheſus, and apply it to our ſelves; namely, to re- Rev. ll. 5. 
member whence we are fallen, and repent ; and do our 
firſt Works, Let us cry tervently and inceſſantly to 
him for Pardon for what is paſt, and for the Effuſi- 
pn of that holy Spirit, which is the ſpecial Pro- 
_ miſc of Goſpel Times, and which we need. For 
das his powerful, gracious Preſence and e 
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ar cauſe Churches to t 
on the contrary, his Withdrawing, li 
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Thing. 
51 Penitent Return to God, 
us, an n make us to 0 ſelf fot A 
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them a dead and wither dd 
In this Way of Su 172 and hum- 
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2 5 7. Watts. The Second Edition. Price 6d. 


reſy. By Richard 
Gods: a Sermon on Mr. 7, aylor*s Death, by the Re- 


Boks 0 Pale. Printed * bs. 


Events: A Sermon preach'd at Berry treet, 


June #8, 1727: on Occaſion of the Death 8 our 
late gracious Sovereign George I. and the H. 5 


Succeſſion of his preſent Majeſty, George II. By 


Ordination to the Miniſtry, an entruſting Men 


5 with'the Goſpel : A Sermon preach'd at the Ordi 
nation of Thomas Hadfield, M. D. at A 1 
the County of Surrey, Ofober 19, 1726. 1 © on 
ſepb Hill, With Dr. Hadfield's Confeſl on of aich, 
and his Anſwers to the Queſtions then propos'd to 


Him. By Jobn Beuumont. To which is added, the 
Charge g ien by Thomas Reynolds. 0 
= TUE e of Chriſt, and him chucify'd, 
opened and applied ; in eight Sermons, Har. By 
at the Merchants Lecture, at Plamers- all. Wy 
Fobn Hurrion. —- 
Diſcourſes on the folldmingSubjeds, (viz. 71 Of 
Salvation for Sinners by Grace: 2. Of the healing 
Influence of Chriſt, as he is a Son of Righteouſnels. 
Of Life and: Immortality brought to light by 
Chriſt. 4. Of Life from Chriſt in abundance. 5. 


Of the Goſpel, as it is the Power of God. 6. Of 


= 3 of weak Grace. 7. Of the Excellence 
iritual Pleaſure. 8. Of the Miſery of a State of 
ul 1 Darkneſs, and of the Happineſs of a State 
of Light. 9g. Of Proficience in ſpiritual Know- 


| ledge. 10. Of the Myſteriouſneſs of the Goſpel 
Revelation. 11. Of the Simplicity of Chriſtianity. 


12, Of 1 endurin . Doctrine. 13. Of He- 
aylor, M. A. To which is ad- 


verend 
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